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Vance siulc Top Contcnder
-to Fill' Gitpatric’s Post

By JACK RAYMOND
Speclal o The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Oct 3—-Dcp-

¥y
L. Gl]patnc, who had planned|
to return to private business|

to leave the Pentagon around 4

Mr. Gilpatric, a lawyer, staycd f

e participated in awarding]i

the contract for the TFX (tae- mfm-

tical fighter, experimental) to DTLAYS RLSIGI\A"‘IU; :
the General Dynamics Corpora-| Roswell L. Gilpatrie, i«
tion despite the recommenda-| Deputy Defense Secrotury
iions of military leaders who T ]

favoved the Boeing Company. I N (R 1) mve ) p T r
Mr, Gilpatric has been await] Another major.depariure from
ing a call to testify before thdlthe Pentagon is expected. i |
senate Permanent Subcommit{lphen Aﬂes Under Seey Qm" )fl
tee on Investigations, whosqlthe Army, is understéod to h
hearings on the contract havdlset a date to end his pre mt
Lean suspended while the panellssignment. Lﬂre Mr.. {zilpatrie,
5 hearing teqtlmony on syndiffhe is a lawyer,
cated crime. No “successor has’ v‘t been
Nitze's Chances Decline hamed for Assistant Sf‘({t?ll"\l -7f :
he Air Force Joscph 8. Iinirvie,
One consequence of Mr. Gilfluh, jort the Pentagon Monds v,
patric’'s delayed departure, ac Mr. Imirie, who was in chnv
cording to an authovitativebe's's,"morce materiel, has “akon
source, is that Assistant Secrefb’yocivion with Litton Industrins
tary of Defense Paul H. Nitzdg e, in California,
is no longer the leading con 2 N
tender for the post of Deput; Few Major Changes
Defense Secretary. Until now, the -civilian highj
The No. 2 man in the defensgbommand of the Defense De-
Pepartment is a deputy in prachartment has been spared muny;
tice as . well as by title whildkmportant changes since the
U : {enncdy Admlmstratmn took
ments of Cabinet rank is knowntbhver in 1981,
as under secretary. The unusualll Secretary McNamara, for ox-
authority of the Deputy Defensgdhbmple, has already served longer
Secretary permits him to makdknan any Secretary of Defense
jmportant decisions even whenfk ith the exception of the late:
the Secretary is not absent. ICharles H. Wilson in the Risen-
Mr. Nitze, who is head of thdbswer Administration. Mr. Me-
Tentagon’s International SecUlNamara has completed 32
rity Affairs. Division, was confinonths in office, compared with
A [IMr. Wilson's 56 Except for INeil
tain succesor to Secretary offy, McElroy, who scrved 26
Defense Robert 8. McNamaraflnonths, none of the six other
and he was expected to bdlnon to hold the job since it was
.named Deputy Secretary firstflpeated . in 1947 has served
It appears, however, thallonoer than 18 months.
Mr, Gilpatric, who joined the
Administration with Seerelary
MeNamara in Janua.xy, 1961, nas
niready stayed in his post ]onunr )
han any other Deputy Deiume
Becretary,
Mr. Gilpatrie is expected to

R. Vance is now the leading
contender for Deputy Sceratary
The decizion by President IKend

Secretary, is expected to o
inade shortly R .

Hecome a senior partner in the
law' firm of Cravath, Swaine &
Moore in New York City.

Mr. Alles, a partner in the
Washington law firm of Steptoe
& Johnson, was named Under
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